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WE ARE
RESISTANCE.
BreakOUT! was founded in 2011 by a small group of LGBTQ youth of color in response
to discriminatory policing in New Orleans. BreakOUT! has since grown to be a powerful
youth-led, membership-based organization of queer and trans youth directly impacted
by the criminal justice system.
Trans women of color suffer violence at one of the highest rates in the nation, yet our
stories often go unreported in the media. Already this year, 22 trans women of color
throughout this country have been murdered for expressing their true selves.
When Penny Proud, a trans New Orleanian, was murdered this year, BreakOUT! was
dismayed by scant and inaccurate local media coverage. Taking matters into our own
hands, BreakOUT! launched a media campaign online and installed a highly visible
billboard near Orleans Parish Prison. Using the social media hashtags
#MakePennyProud and #BlackTransLivesMatter, BreakOUT! is raising the visibility of
victims of state and interpersonal violence in our communities and across the nation.
BreakOUT! believes that those most directly impacted by discriminatory systems must
lead the efforts to transform them. Through leadership development, a healing justice
program, and youth organizing campaigns, BreakOUT! is building the power of LGBTQ
youth to build a safer city for all New Orleanians.
We stand on the shoulders of a long line of people also dedicated to this vision. We
are deeply grateful to them and are humbled by the support and outpouring of love
we have received from each of you in 2015. We are because of you.
Toward liberation,

Shaena Johnson
BreakOUT! Co-Director

Wesley Ware
BreakOUT! Co-Director
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WE ARE
ResilienCE.

IN 2015 WE:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Organized the first Trans March of
Resilience in New Orleans, delivered a
platform for a Safer City to the Mayor's
Office, and held a press conference,
celebration, and healing circle as part
of the Trans Week of Action;
Responded to the murder of Penny
Proud and organized the first trans
march in New Orleans led by young
transgender women of color, drawing
over 150 people to the corner where
Penny Proud was murdered;
Installed a billboard to highlight the
crisis of violence against transgender
women of color in the U.S.;
Released the Get Yr Rights Toolkit with
partners at Streetwise and Safe to
share strategies and lessons about
LGBTQ youth policing reforms in cities
across the country;
Actively participated in working groups
of the President's 21st Century
Taskforce on Policing in Washington,
D.C., drafting model LGBTQ policies for
police departments across the
country;
Continued meeting with the
Department of Justice, Consent Decree
Monitors, NOPD Compliance Officers,
and City Councilmembers to strengthen
NOPD Policy 402;
Expanded our reach into several local
high schools, including running a
monthly program at a local alternative
high school for LGBTQ youth;
Graduated our first 2 rounds of the
Building Our Power Institute, a youth
organizing and leadership development
cohort for LGBTQ youth of color;
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IN 2015 WE:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Participated in events with
organizational partners for the Katrina
10 Year Anniversary;
Launched the Posh Academy, a HiSET
(formerly the GED) program for LGBTQ
youth who were pushed out of schools
through a partnership with the Youth
Empowerment Project’s NOPLAY
Program;
Trained over 5 youth-service providers
in New Orleans on working with and
responding to the needs of LGBTQ
youth of color in New Orleans;
Lifted up the stories of LGBTQ youth
criminalization and self-determination
in New Orleans through the
performance of Say My Name, Say My
Name: Stories of LGBTQ Youth from
New Orleans with Ping Chong + Co.;
Contributed to three major reports
released this year, Who Pays: The Real
Cost of Incarceration on Families,
Testimonies of Human Rights at Home:
Documenting Injustice in the United
States, and Nothing About Us Without
Us: HIV, Sex Work, Policy, Organizing;
Mourned the loss and celebrated the
life of one of our own Core Member
Leaders, Diamond D'Maree;
Organized alongside undocumented
communities in New Orleans through
our Vice to ICE campaign;
Worked to draft and implement an
LGBTQ youth policy at the city's only
youth shelter;
Garnered both local and national media
coverage, grew our own leadership
skills, and shared our work at over 11
conferences and trainings throughout
the year;
And more!
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WE WILL NEVER
FORGET.
BreakOUT! remembers all those we
lost this year, including Penny
Proud, Core Member Leader,
Diamond D’maree and BreakOUT!
Member and Say My Name Cast,
Ciara Aaliyah Love.

Rest in power
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DO YOU BELIEVE IN the
power of queer and
trans youth in new
orleans?
PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING YOUR YEAR-END TAX-DEDUCTIBLE
GIFT TO BREAKOUT! AT:
WWW.YOUTHBREAKOUT.ORG
OR BY CHECK MAILED TO:
1001 S. BROAD ST. #119
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70125
MORE INFORMATION:
(504) 252.9025
INFO@YOUTHBREAKOUT.ORG

*Please note that BreakOUT! has a fiscal sponsor, Social and Environmental
Entrepreneurs (SEE). As such, donations on your credit card will read “SEE.”
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